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Whereas, for all people, a sound quality of life depends on vur overall bealth and well being — including
the function of vur five senses — and as sight is especially precious, New Yorkers join to support canses which
raise awareness of children's healthcare with regard wo theie vision and that serve 1o remind parcots and guardians
o include regular eye examinations as part of a child's routine healtheare; and '

bereas., ot this time, children ucross New York State are preparing for the stant of another school year,
however, many of them will begin their studies with undiagnosed and unireated vision problems; and

M research shows that vision disorders are the number one handicapping condition of children,
and as many as onc oul of every four children is at risk for having vislon problems that canse difficulty and
(rustration for them in school; and

Whereas, sight is perhaps the sense we all rely on muost and, for children, good vision helps them perform
better not only in school where they rewd, write and work on computers, but in ather aspects of their daily lives,
from crossing the streer, 10 taking notes at school, 10 pl:vm;,- in the schoolvard; as children grow, sight enhances
their overall life experiences and improves theie ability 1o intecact with people and the world outside; and

Bereas, all children deserve the oppertunity 1 leamn and achieve theie full potential, and cffors to
increase public awareness about learning-related vision problems are beneficial o ensuring that young people
receive prompt and proper vision treatment needed to improve the quality of their lives in and out of school; and

Whereas, parenis, educators, school nurses and all concerned adulis are reminded of the critical role
vision plays in the learning process, to address cxtemal lactors that cause damage o children's visian, and 10 1ake
steps to diminish the hanmful efeces that uoweated vision problems can have on their ability 1o read and leam;
furthermare, it is fitting for all New Yorkers to join in supporting the worthy goals of this manthlong observance
by focusing an children's cye care by tking them for regular examinations and artending 1o their vision problems;

fom, Theretore, 1, David A, Paterwon, Governar of the State of New York, do hereby proclaim August
2009 as

CHILDREN’S VISION AND LEARNING MONTH

in the Empire Swate.

Siben under my hand and the Privy Seal of the State
at the Capitol in the City of Albany this twenty=ihind

day of July in the vear tovo thousand nine,

L A fatersoty

Gobernor
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