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A Proclamation

s Exeellency Governor Deval L. Patrick

hereas Many children across the Commonwealth preparing for the start of another school year will hegin
their studies with undingnosed and untreated vision problems: and

hereas According to the College of Optametrists in Vision Development, research shows that vision
disorders are the number one handieapping eondition of children and as many as one in four school age
children have vision problems; and

% hereas All children deserve the apportunity 1o learn and to achieve their full potentialy and

heread (tis important to raise public awareness and encourage parents, educators, school nurses and all
concerned adults to recognize the eritical role good vision plays in the learning process and to work together
ta help prevent or reduee the impact untreated vision problems can have on our ehildren’s ahility to read
and learn,

w, Wherelore, 3, Meval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do
herehy proclaim August 20049 to be,

CHILDREN’S VISION & LEARNING MONTH

And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take engnizance of this event
and participate fittinglv in its nhservance

Caven at the Executive Chamber in Boston, twentv-thirty-first day of July, in the vear two thousand and nine. and
onf the Independence of the Unmited States of Ameriea, the two hiindeed and thirty-third.

By His Fxcellency
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DEVAL L. PATRICK
GOVERNOR OF THE COMMONWEALTH

WiLeiam FRANCIS GALVIN
SECRETARY OF THE COMMONWEALTH

God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusgetts



