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Proclamation

TOHETeas, for all people, & sound quality of life depends on owr overall health and well being — incbuding the function
of niar five senses = and as sight 18 especially peeceous, ew Yorkees poin b suppon causes which raise swateness of childgen’s
heabhsace with fepacd po ibear vidion and thal serve 15 femind parenis and puardiass 5 sclude repulis eye cxaminanions a8
patt ol & ehild’s eomiene healtheare; and

ThEreas, ar chis time, children acoss Mew York State are preparing for the start of another school year, however,
many of them will begin their spodies with endisgnosed and unrested vision problenss since the majonity of childeen do mot
undesgpo an eve examination by a lcemsed opremendst of ophthalmolegist (eve doctar) before they emer school; and

“b!‘[ﬂ‘. rescarch shows that visdon disorders ae the nember ene handicapping condiisan of childres, wherchy an
catimated one in four school-age childeen have a vision problem that causes difficulty and frustration for tbom in school, and
sty percemt of those srodemis idemiified as “paoblem leamen™ have vision problenss char are undesecied; and

“b‘m pipht is F.:lh;.]u. the semse we all reby on mest and, for children, pood vissan helps them perledm betier ot
only in school where they read, write and work on compuicrs, bug in other aspects of their dashe lives, from crossing the strect,
o talcing nores at school, o playing in the schoolyard; as childrem grow, sight enhances their overall life experiences and
1 proves Lhels abalicy 1o enteract walk people and ilse wodld owiside] amid

T herens, ol children desernve the apportanity 1o learn and achicve theie ull potential, and cffoets 1o increasc public
NwAlemEL abour learmingeelated vision problems are beneficial o emganing that voung peophke receive prompt ansd propar
1re 1 fed eo improve the quality of tsedr lives i and owt of scheol; and

Fhereas, os che first legalby blind Governor in the United Seatcs and as someonc wha andemtasds the challenges of
livimg with Emited evesight, 1 am especially sware of the difficwlbes facing those with any form of vision diszhility and remind
parends, educatars, school mumss amd all conseencd adubts of ise ceiclcal pole visiom plays i the leaming process, 1o addiess
external faciors that cause damage to childen®s vision, and o takic pcps to dimiaiih the harmful effects that unueared vision
peohlens can have on their ahility 10 read and kam; furthermare, all Few Yarkers join is supporting the wosthy poals of this
abscrvance: 1@ feous on childien's eye care by taking them for regular examinaticns and afterding to any vision probloms;

m, ﬂl‘rﬂﬁl‘. I, Danid A, Paierson, Governos of the Seate of MNew Yark, ds heeeby proeelism August 2000 ag

CHILDREN?S VISION AND LEARNING MONTH

im the Empine State.
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